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Over the Editor's 


The book paper again takes a 
curtain call so that our applause 
meter can take a revote on wheth- 
er you want a big news-print ed- 
ition or a smaller book-paper edi- 
tion. Mail your vote on a post card 
to the editor at the editorial of- 
fice. It will be your vote that 
will decide the issue. 

The cuts in this issue are from 
the East Bay Transit Company 
over whose street car lines the 
Pacific Model Crafts - Northern 
California Railroad Club excur- 
sion is today taking place. The 
car on the cover is number 950, 
before she was rebuilt into the 
fast, comfortable car she is to- 
day. When the picture ‘was taken 
she was still painted orange, as 
a street car of the old Key Sys- 
tem street car lines. 

One of our publishers, Jack 
Gibson, has turned traveling re- 
porter with a trip into the Tahoe- 
Feather River country over Labor 
Day and a Fort Bragg trip over 
this week-end. We suspect that 
engine-pictures are not the only 





Trainsheet 


reason for the Fort Bragg trip 
after all the girls we saw on the 
“Riley” excursion. 

TO MODEL FANS: If you want 
to see a fine tin-plate lay-out 
don’t miss FOUR’S A CROWD 
when it plays at your local thea- 
tre. On general railroading don’t 
miss VALLEY OF THE GIANTS 
or UNION PACIFIC. 

To those contributors who ask 

‘when our dead-line for contribu- 
tions is, we reply that our pub- 
lication date is the second Sat- 
urday of the month, and contri- 
butions should reach the editor 
at least two days before that 
date. Contributions are always 
welcome, but aside from extra 
copies in which your articles ap- 
pear we cannot give anything 
for the material. 
- Don’t forget to get your res- 
ervations for the Market Street 
Railway excursion.. For tickets 
write THE WESTERN RAIL- 
ROADER. Money orders should 
be made out to F. A. Guido. ed- 
itor. 
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THE 


KEY SYSTEM 


The Key System represents the 
materialization of an old dream 
of F. M. “Borax” Smith, one of 
the most colorful figures of the 
Old West. Smith took $30,000,000 
out of the borax bed of Death 
Valley ‘with his celebrated “twen- 
ty-mule team” and branched out 
into the field of steel transporta- 
tion. He organized the old San 
Francisco-Oakland Traction Co., 
combining a number of firms, in- 
cluding the Piedmont Cable line, 
which served the Lake district 
of Ogkland; the California Rail- 
way, serving the East Oakland, 
and the E. B. & A. L. Stone Line 
operating on East Fourteenth St. 
It was out of this organization 
the Key Route System, and later 
the Key System Limited grew. 

The original wooden orange- 
colored terminal building, erec- 
ted at the end of a two-mile fill 
reaching far out into the Bay, 
was completed and dedicated ‘with 
a dance in 1907. The mayors of 
San Francisco, Oakland, Berke- 
ley, Alameda and other munici- 
palities were there together with 
leading transportation men and 
other business executives. And 
colorful old Borax Smith was 
there too, with his famous handle- 
bar mustache curled upward like 
an emperor’s. This building, to- 
gether with the “jinx ship” Per- 
alta, was destroyed in a $3,000,000 








fire on May 7, 1933. 

Soon afterwards the present 
steel terminal was erected to 
serve until the bridge was com- 
pleted, but the ferry, Peralta, 
was not replaced (unless you wish 
to consider the purchase of the 
Treasure Island in 1938 as such). 
With the opening of the Bridge 
route early sext year, the pier will 
be retired except for a terminal 
for Treasure Island patrons from 
the East Bay. 

The Key boats, Yerba Buena, 
Hayward, San Leandro, and Trea- 
sure Island will continue to be 
used by the Key System as fer- 
ries to the fair, but after the fair, 
who knows? 

For the bridge operation the 
famous Key System mole has 
been transformed into a huge rail- 
way yard that will accomodate 
all of the interurban cars oper- 
ating betwecn San Francisco and 
Oakland. All of the modern inno- 
vations in electric railway oper- 
ations have been put into these 
yards, and modern too are the 
new cars which the Key Sytem 
has replaced its old wooden cars 
some of which date back to the 
San Francisco, Oakland and San 
Jose Railway. Semi-streamlined 
and built for speed, comfort and 
safety the cars were ordered in 
June of 1936, and first put in 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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EAST BAY 
TRANSIT CO. 


The street car lines of Oakland 
have been operated under so many 
names that few, if any, railfans 
can recall all of them. At one 
time the street car lines were 
called the Key System and the 
interurban lines the San Fran- 
cisco Oakland Terminal Railroad. 
At that time the street cars were 
painted orange, and were two- 
man operated. Later the name 
of the street car lines changed to 
East Bay Street Railways and the 
interurban lines were named Key 
System. Again the color of the 
cars were changed, this time the 
street cars were painted blue 
and white, and the interurban 
cars orange. During this time the 
intra-city busses were operated 
under separate corporation, but 
when the street cars and busses 
were brought into the same cor- 
poration the name was changed 
again. Under the East Bay Tran- 
sit Company the cars and busses 
are painted yellow. But regard- 
less of the name of the operating 
company the street cars, interur- 
ban cars and busses are owned 
and operated by the Railway 
Equipment Company Limited, of 
which Mr. Alfred J. Lundberg is 
president. 


In preparation for increased 
use of their facilities with the 
completion of rail equipment on 
the Bay Bridge the Transit Com- 
pany has carreid on a progressive 
program of rebuilding of present 





street cars and track facilities. 


East Bay R.P.O. 


The only street railway post 
office to operate in the East Bay 
was known as the Haywards & 
Oakland R. P. O., a distance of 
14.86 miles. Three round trips 
were made on week days with 
one on Sundays. The route op- 
erated from 13th and Franklin 
Streets, Oakland to Station. B, 
S. P. Depot (23rd Avenue) Fruit- 
vale, Elmhurst, San Leandro, San 
Lorenzo Junction where connec- 
tion was made with the San Lor- 
enzo branch car (whose motor- 
man was fined $1.00 if he failed 
to make the connection), and 
Hayward. The trip took one hour 
outbound and one hour and sev- 
enteen minutes inbound. Between 
trips the car was parked at the 
old Key Route Inn at 22nd St. 
The service began January ist, 
1902 and ended March 31, 1920, 
when motor vehicle service by 
post office truck was established 
to San Leandro, with S. P. steam 
trains carrying mail to Hayward. 

The car used, No. 152, was for- 
merly one of the “summer and 
winter cars” of the Oakland, San 
Leandro and Hayward Electric 
Railway. In addition to the mail 
compartment there were at each 
and two long ‘wooden slat seats 
with a total seating capacity of 
12. After the discontinuance of 
the RPO service, it was rebuilt 
for passenger service on the San 
Lorenzo branch and was later 
used on the branch lines in Rich- 
mond under the renumbering 135. 
It is now scrapped.—Bob Parkin- 
son. 





East Bay Transit Company No. 967 on Opposite Page. 
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EXCURSION NEWS 


SEPTEMBER 18: 


The Acme Photo trip to Sac- 
ramento via the Western Pacific. 
There will be no rail-photo stops 
except South Sacramento where 
rail-fans will be allowed to de- 
train, but the train will then pro- 
ceed. If you leave the train you 
will miss being hauled over the 
Central California Traction from 
the X Street transfer to the river 
front by an electric hog. The train 
is scheduled to leave §. F. at 
7:40 a. m. (S. P. Ferry); Oak- 
land (3rd and Washington) 8:10 
a. m.; arrive at Terminus about 
12:00 noon; arrive Sacramento 
about 3:00 p. m.; leave Sacra- 
mento at 6:00 p. m. and arrive 
at San Francisco about 10:00. 
Fare: $1.25, tickets at any Wes- 
tern Pacific office. 


SEPTEMBER 25: 

The Electric Railway Histori- 
cal Society of California’s much 
publicized railfan trip over the 
Sacramento Northern to Chico. 
The Sacramento Valley Limited 
will run again. Leave Ferry Buil- 
ding, San Francisco, via Key Sys- 
tem at 7:20 a. m.; Oakland (40th 
and Shafter) at 8:00 a. m.; and 
go straight through to Chico 
where the group will be treated 
to a ride on the “Ghost Run” to 
the Diamond Match Company, 
(though we don’t see how we're 
all going to fit into one birney). 
Fare $2.25 from San Francisco; 
$2:00 from Oakland. Tickets from 
Charles Smallwood, 347 Second 
Avenue, San Francisco. 








OCTOBER 16: 

The Northern 
California Rail- 
road Club’s very 
belated trip over 
the Market Street 
Railway. This 
trip will cover the South of Mar- 
ket lines of the street railway 
system, and include stops at most 
of the barns in that area. During 
the tour the car will run over 
some lines that do not operate on 
Sundays, and almost entirely over 
lines that are one-man operated 
at the present time. Our car will 
be operated by two men however. 
The group is scheduled to leave 
the Ferry Building at 10:30 in the 
morning, tour the system, and 
return to the Ferry Building in 
tine to return home for dinner. 

The car is scheduled to stop at 
the following car barns: Third 
Street, Twenty-fourth and Utah, 
Twenty-ninth and Mission, and 
Castro Cable. Cars of historical 
interest will be spotted outside, 
and those that can not be moved 
will be cleared for time expos- 
ures. Work equipment will be 
spotted a, all barns for pictures 
for equipment enthusiasts. 

During tke trip many valueable 
souvenirs will be distributed, old 
transfers, en:ployec’s magazines, 
printed literatire, efe. No stone 
will be left wuitirned to make 
this trip a most enjoyable on2. 
As with the East Eey trip the 
fare will be 752 -ith a refund 
on a full car. For reservations 
write THE ‘WLSTERN RAIL- 
ROADER, 592 N Cisremont St., 
San Mateo, Califorria. 
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THIS WESTERN KAILROAD WORLD 


SIERRA ABANDONS SERVICE 

Regretful to report is the fact 
that after forty-one years of 
faithful passenger and mail ser- 
vice by rail, the Sierra Railroad 
abandoned passenger and mail 
service by rail on the 31st of 
August. On the following day 
the Sierra routed both passengers 
and mail by its busses and trucks. 
This action brings to an end all 
Railway Post Office service on the 
Sierra which first started in 1900. 
This is the second abandonment 
on the Sierra in four years; the 
Angles branch abandoned both 
passenger and freight service on 
March 1, 1935. 

The last days of service were 
marked ‘with the use of way-car 
number 9 instead of coach num- 
ber 3, which was retired. On 
August 10th the Sierra’s mixed 
train had a derailment about one 
mile east of Sonora in which two 
box cars and the S. P. mail car 
went off the tracks. No one was 
hurt, however, and the line was 
soon cleared. 

M&ET GETS ENGINE 

Too late to be put in our last 
issue came the report that the 
Modesto and Empire Traction Co. 
has acquired another engine. Now 
numbered 7, the engine was for- 
merly number 25 of the Red River 
Lumber Co. She is a 2-6-2 with 
46” drivers, 16x24 cylinders, 180 
pounds steam pressure, 20,430 Ibs. 
tractive force, and 84,000 Ibs. on 
the drivers, built by Baldwin 


(56403) in April, 1923, She ar-. 


r'ved on the M&ET on June 17 


Tidewater Southern under her 
own power, and worked on the 
M&ET that afternoon. The first 
time she ran as number 7, how- 
ever, ‘was on June 30. 
TAHOE ENGINE TO GO HOME 
Authentic reports from Lake 
Tahoe state that the son of Mr. 
Bliss, founder of the Lake Tahoe 
Railway and Transportation Co., 
is negotiating for the purchase 
of L T Ry & T Co. No. 1 from 
the Nevada County Narrow Gauge 
who purchased it last year (see 
May, 1938 issue). Present plans 
call for the erection of the en- 
gine near Lake Tahoe as a mon- 
ument to Mr. Bliss. 
FEATHER RIVER LUMBER 
CHANGES MIND 

Since our last issue, the Feath- 
er River Lumber Company of 
Delleker has changed its mind 
about scrapping its number 2 and 
is repairing her for logging ser- 
vice. The engine is practically 
being rebuilt now in the com- 
pany’s repair shops where their 
number 6 was recently assembled. 
HOBART ENGINE SOLD 

After putting in a temporary 
bridge across a canyon. Mr. Lans- 
berg of the Los Angeles Iron & 
Steel Company, has succeeded in 
running out number 8 of the Ho- 
bart Southern to the S. P. at 
Truckee. The engine was sold to 
the Clover Valley Lumber Co. 
at Lovalton where she now is. 
Now that the road is open the 
other engines, scheduled to be 
serepped or dismantled, will be 





over the Western Pacific and 


sold as serviceable equipment. A 
(Continued on next page) 
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THIS WESTERN RAILROAD 
WORLD 
(Continued from last page) 


news release by Mr. Lansberg 
states that he is trying to sell 
number 5 (narrow gauge, ex 
Eureka and Palisade number 4) 
to one of the railroad museums. 
PIER SERVICE RESUMED 

Just as we go to press the 
Sacramento Northern is discon- 
tinuing the transfer to Key trains 
for the trip between the Key pier 
and 40th and Shafter as the Sac- 
ramento Northern equipment is 
now equipped with cab signals 
for bridge operation. The trans- 
fer to the Key trains was made 
necessary during the past few 
weeks due to the fact that the 
Sacto Northern trains were not 
yet ready to run in the cab sig- 
nal area. 
MARKET STREET BUSSES 

Due to drops in revenue and 
the city’s one-man car ordinance 
the Market Street Railway has 
announced that effective today 
(September 11) line number 4 
will be run by bus on Sundays 
from Fillmore to the end of the 
line. The down-town portion will 
be handled by lines 1, 2, and 3 
who will transfer to the number 
4 bus at Fillmore Street. Street 
cars will be run on week days 
as usual. At the same time, line 
number 10 will also run _ busses 
from Monterey and San Jose 
Avenues out Monterey. The down- 
town portion will be handled by 
26 line which will connect at 
Monterey and San Jose. Like the 
number 4 line the street cars will 
run on week days, but on the 10 
line busses will be run on week 


days after 8:00 in the evening. 
BOWKER GOES SOUTH 

Due to studio changes the 
“Bowker” trip. originally sched- 
uled for September 11 has been 
postponed indefinitely. The Bow- 
ker made trial runs under steam 
in the East Bay early part of 
this month, and was then put on 
a flat car and shipped to Holly- 
wood for scenes there. Mr. Kneiss 
accompanied the engine south as 
the representative of the Pacific 
Coast Chapter, Ry. and Loco. Af- 
ter Hollywood the engine will be 
shipped for scenes in the woods 
in Utah, following that the V&T 
shots will be taken. 





KEY SYSTEM 
(Continued from Page 3) 

service in December of the same 
year. Built of steel and aluminum 
each train will operate on 600 
volts of power from a third rail 
while crosing the bridge and by 
pantagraph once off the bridge. 
Each is equipped with elaborate 
safety devices, so that if a motor- 
man fails to observe the cab sig- 
nals, automatic controls will bring 
the train to a quick stop. The first 
eighteen were built by the Key 
System and Hall Scott and seat 
62 persons per unit, the other 
seventy two-car trains were built 
by the Bethlehem Steel Corpora- 
tion and the St. Louis Car Com- 
pany. Bethlehem built 63 trains, 
and St. Louis 7. The St. Louis 
cars differ from the rest in that 
they seated only 58 per unit when 
they left the plant. The first 
train of the new type was num- 
ber 165 which left the Key Svys- 





tem Shops on December 17, 1936. 

















